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regarded as having caused them to be put to death,
and, even if he were innocent, the result remained
the same. His popularity vanished; the Yorkists
could tolerate his usurpation, but not this needless
murder, and the death of Edward IV.'s sons left
room for the Lancastrians to reassert themselves.
And now the very measures by which the king had
tried to conciliate his opponents contributed to his
fall. Morton made use of his liberty to act as an
intermediary between the Woodvilles and Richmond,
who was put forward as the candidate for the throne,
and it was through him that a compromise was
reached which united the disaffected Yorkists and the
Lancastrians. It was arranged that Elizabeth of
York should marry Henry, and thus unite the claims
of both houses. Soon afterwards Buckingham was
won over to the new coalition. He found that,
despite his services, he was rejected by Richard in
favour of men of low birth, like Ratcliffe, Catesby,
and Lovel, who are satirised in the doggerel of
the time. Accordingly, he offered his support to
Richmond, hoping, perhaps, to play the part of a
second u Kingmaker."

But the plot was revealed to Richard, and he
hastily collected his forces. Buckingham was pre-
vented by floods from crossing the Severn, his
army dispersed, and, being betrayed to the king,
the duke was summarily executed (1483). Else-
where the rebellion collapsed, The south had
risen, but submitted as soon as the royal army
appeared, and Richmond, though he reached
Plymouth, was compelled to return to Brittany,